Clarendon Secondary Centre
Spring 2021

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Dear Parents
COVID Testing

Thank you so much to all those of you now completing lateral flow testing
(LFT) twice each week at home with your child. In the unlikely event of a
positive test, please immediately book a PCR test to confirm the result your child should not return to school for 10 days unless the PCR test
comes back negative. I'm delighted that the positive LFT result for one
pupil last week was a false positive (confirmed by a negative PCR result)
and that the pupils affected were therefore able to return to school. False
positive results are very rare, but happen in about 1 in every 1000 tests.
Please continue to test during the holiday period, including on the evening
of Sunday 18th April
If your child has symptoms
If your child has any of the symptoms, it is really important that they do not
come into school until they have had a PCR test. The Lateral Flow Tests
that have been sent home are for asymptomatic testing only - and a
positive result would require a confirmatory PCR test in any case. Please
help us to keep the whole school community safe by not sending your child
in to school unwell.
Early closure: Friday 23rd April
With regret, we have had to make the difficult decision to close at 1.15pm
on Friday 23rd April, in order for the majority of our staff to receive
their vaccinations. Lunch will be provided for those who usually have school
meals. For pupils in Year 11 who use school transport, they will either need
to leave college early on that afternoon to be on school transport at 1.15, or
parents will need to make alternative arrangements to collect their child
from college at the end of the afternoon session.

We celebrated World Book Day this year with some amazing work
both in class and online. Pupils from all classes really put their
artistic skills to the test taking part in a competition to design a
bookmark. Here are some of the winning entries from Emily 7M,
Lila 11S, Madison 10/11A, Jess 7/8G, Arun 8/9W, Erin 9C

Red Nose Day - Friday 19th March 2021

In 7M we managed to raise an amazing amount of money for Comic Relief!
Just from coppers and loose change we raised £14.42!
The pupils took part in biscuit decorating, a sponsored silence, jelly eating
and various other competitions!
Check out our Red Nose Day.

Along with 7M’s own fund raising events, Mufti day managed to
raise £77.00. Well done everyone!
School Council has also met this week to decide which charity we
will donate the money from the end of term Mufti. They have
unanimously voted for Cancer Research UK and we will be sending
a cheque to them very shortly with all of our donations.

Art and Design Technology

A couple of positive things that we have learnt during this terrible pandemic
is how important and responsible each one of us is; and that more than
ever we have to act quickly to save our environment.
In both Art and Design Technology our students have produced wonderful
and dynamic work addressing these positives. In Design Technology
students have been making clothing out of recycled plastic bags and they
have been busy repurposing plastic waste and drinks cans. They also have
made colourful themed birdhouses to encourage birds and nature into their
gardens.
In Art our students have been painting their self portraits to celebrate their
worth and they have also mastered the complicated rules of perspective to
paint their individual urban or rural landscapes.
As ever we are very proud of their efforts whether they have been learning
on site or from home

Virtual Reality has arrived!
The school council had asked for VR at Clarendon Secondary and
we have now got it. Some classes have started trying it out. We can
visit places like Stonehenge, castles and even other planets all from
our classrooms.

We can also look at 3D models close up. Imagine holding a snowy
owl, Roman sword or a planet in your hands.
We had lots of questions to ask and it helps us understand. It is
great fun and we cannot wait to use them again.

8/9W Poetry
This half term we have been focusing
on different aspects of poetry. Here is a
fantastic example from Stevilee, who
used pictures to inspire him.

Rosanna created this wonderful painting on
the theme of “Cityscapes”.

Arun has been working really hard this half
term to improve his hand writing. He has
made
amazing progress with his writing
becoming more legible, better spaced and
structured.

Have a look at this fantastic poem from Riley.
He has been using similes to create a colour
poem.

This term in PE we have all risen to the challenge of home school PE
though our own Clarendon Team active challenge! At home, pupils
joined in PE lessons over google meets with pupils in school. We
played some games, completed some exercises and did a lot of
dancing to make sure we were all keeping physically active through
lockdown no.3.

We also completed challenges each week, and reported on all the
exercise we had done for the team active challenge, this included
going for a walk or a bike ride, doing online classes with our PE
teachers, or doing videos with people like Joe Wicks, and even
helping with home cleaning chores. There were lots of winners for
the challenge, lots of merits and prizes have been won, but overall
we had lots of fun! Now we are enjoying getting used to everyone
being back in school and looking forward to the fun that summer PE
has to bring after the Easter break.

.The Clarendon Creatives Arts Department were
delighted to welcome back pupils to school. We
kicked off our learning with a fun new project!
Project: AMAZEBALLS.
Pupils have been learning how to
drum and create rhythms using an
exercise ball and a pair of drumsticks. We really have enjoyed these
lessons and have created our very
own School of Rock!
As you can see the creative arts studio
has been transformed into a multi
sensory stage of dancing, singing,
rhythms and fun!

9C had a great
time drumming
to Uptown Funk!

Miss O’Neill also
came to see
all the fun
too as we
kicked off
with the 80’s
classic
‘Footloose’.

BREAKING NEWS!

78O were very excited to see Zac on BBC News on Monday!!
He was part of a report on Park Lane Stables after they successfully
raised money to stay open and share horses with a range of people
with learning difficulties in Richmond! Here are some photo’s of Zac
and his dad Will being interviewed along with his favourite horse
Des. Well done Zac and congratulations Park Lane Stables.

7/8G Art - Perspective
This half-term in 7/8G we have been learning about perspective techniques
with nature and city settings. Our class has had a lot of fun experimenting
with different scenes and using different media to make our art work.

Well done to 7/8G for all their hard work!

A note from the Executive Headteacher
It's been so lovely to see all of our pupils back in school
since the 8th March, and we've been particularly pleased
to see some pupils return after a very long absence - a very warm
welcome back! I'm immensely grateful to all those families who helped
the pupils engage so effectively with the remote learning we provided,
and to the dedicated staff team who made this happen, whilst also
teaching the pupils in front of them.

We still have a handful pupils and staff who are shielding due to being
clinically extremely vulnerable - they will be due to return in April. Our
stringent COVID measures in school will continue into the summer
term, of course, to ensure that risks are minimised. I'm delighted to say
that we have had no positive cases in the school community since
early February. On a personal note, thank you for the kind messages
received from parents when I myself was off with COVID - much
appreciated.

I hope that you are finding the self testing of pupils manageable, and I
wish you all a safe holiday period, and a Happy Easter

John Kipps
Executive Headteacher

